ESSAYS ON THE GITA

soul is in it, sanctions passh eh the action of Nature, is
as much passive in its passion and activity as in its
indolence or inaction. The animal like the atom acts
according to the mechanism of its Nature, and not
otherwise, sadnam cestate wasydh pmkrteb, as ii
mounted on a machine, yantiarudho )ndyayd.

Well, but in man at least there is another action,
a free soul, a free will, a sense of responsibility, a real
doer orfier than Nature, other than the mechanism
of Maya? So it seems, because in man there is a
conscious intelligent will; buddhi is hill of the light
of the obser\ing Purusha, who through it, it seems,
observes, understands, approves or disapproves, gives
or withholds the sanction, seems indeed at last to
begin to be the lord of his nature. Man is not liLe
the tiger or the fire or the stoirn; he cannot kill and
say as a sufficient justification, "I am acting according
to my natuie", and he cannot do it, because he ha^
not the nature and not, therefore, the law of action,
svadharma, of the tiger, storm or file. He has a
conscious intelligent will, a buddhi, and to that he
must icfer his actions. If he does not do so, if he acts
blindly according to his impulses and passions, then
the law of his being is not ri<^hth worked out,
svadharmah su-anusthitah, he has not acted accoiding
to the full measure of his humanity, but even as might:

the animal. It is true that the plinciple ot rajas or
the principle of lamas gets hold of his buddhi and
induces it to justify any and every action he commits
or anv avoidance of action; but still the ]ustification
or at least the reference to the buddhi must be there
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